
THE ANALYST. 29 

ANALYSTS’ REPORTS. 
At the Somemetshire Quarter Sessions, Dr. Alford, of Taunton, the County Analyst, reported that 

during the past quarter he had annlysed no less than 331 samples. Among them were 57 samples of 
butter, 50 of tea, 25 of coffee, 47 of mustard, 18 of pepper, 11 of sugar, 2 of arrowroot, 1 of currants, 2 
of confectionery, 2 of jam, 8 of spirits of nitre, 5 of glyccrine, 3 of spirit of magnesia, 2 of senna, 3 of 
tartaric acid, 1 of carbonate of soda, and 1 of milk of sulphur. Among the samples which he had found 
to be adulterated were 4 samples of coffee and 11 of mustard. None of these adulterations were pre- 
judicial to health. During the past year he had made no less than 886 analyses of food and drugs, and 
54 of them he had found adulterated. 

At the Monmouthshire Quarter Sessions, Major Herbert, the chief constable, stated :-“ It having 
been reported to me that whole family at  Risca, after partaking of American tinned brawn, became 
seriously affected, two being in a very critical state, I instructed the sergeant at Risca to submit 8 

portion of the meat, and also the vinegar used with it, to the County Analyst for examination. I attach 
his report. It clearly shows that although no adulteration was practised by the vendor, the meat was 
not in a healthy condition. The result of this analysis may possibly serve as a caution to both pur- 
chasers and vendors of American tinned meats.” 

At the City Commisaion of Sewers, on Tuesday, Dr. Baunders reported, as Public Analyst, that 162 
samples had been analysed during the year -namely, of milk, butter, water, pepper, and sugar-but ’ 

only 2 required the institution of a prosecution, both being in respect of milk. The public seemed to 
take very little interest in the working of the Adulteration Act, for, with a few exceptions, all theartides 
analysed had been obtained at his own (Dr. Saunders’s) instruction by the officers of the Commission. 

During the quarter ended December 31st, the Leeds Borough Analyst received the following sample8 
for analysis :-5 01 milk, 1 of butter, 2 of blackberry jam, 1 of ginger-beer, and 1 of soda-water ; total 10 
samples. Four of the samples of milk, the ginger-beer, and the soda-water were genuine, and of fair 
quality. One of the samples of blackberry 
jam had a somewhat offensive smel-whether due to use of bad fruit, or to an ineffectional mode of 
preserving, the analysis did not show. Tho other sample of jam was sound, and of good quality. 

The sample of so-called butter was found to be butterine. 
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